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Baaying a mew puaic af jeans Imagine my
saurprise when | became the mother of a
chilid whn has always knewn cxactly who
che is and whar she wanes.

Ohne of my first dues was when we
would play thar panee where the baby sics
in the high chair and drops a toy trom the
tray onro the floor, My role, of courss, was
tor pick up the oy and recurn it e the g,

My baby, living ten hours
from home at age 127

apain and again, Bur Elizabeth wrote her
onvn mules. Whenever [ handed the wy
hack wo her, she hurled it down A with
a pointed purse of the lips whit due Lol
dropped. she intenled 1o sty droppel.

Ellizabeth was a people persun oo as
a young chibd. By s four she seenal 0
kv moTe people in our fwn ghan L,
Shed ol while we wated for oan
arder in restaurants aml when we rose
leawe, the whole room woald ol o,
"H}'e_-: Flizaheth™ Hior sollconfidem G-
ays often brough me g the brandk of pun-
i 1 stopes, and her megte vrost in b
e mesle oo 2D’ all 1o \Il‘.lllg\t'l'.‘-."
chiscussion i;|1|_1;;|1|'|_1rq'||q‘|:L\i|r!|.'.

Chne svening winn shas was 12, Elia-
bethy catulyed .: furmi g ot aou lives
]_':Ii_sn_ul,|:|';{_gp;ﬂ by the-lowa] prospocts fo
mindldle schenl, Twas pornsing welsine of
alternative schoods, nﬁhiup:_ ferr seleas abyoma
b e 111'91_5|1|; et Dier nee s den oan sl
Flomda wwn, 1 heand her come I|'|r1’u.|g>;|'|
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bl mooenee announce:
“I'tmt PIEITT Hhere”

Theve was an uninagin-
ahle smep. It was. dhe Arhur
Muorgan Schools 3 Quaker
boarding middle school in
western MNorth Carofing, I
Jooked i:l_l.'"in:_' o the wely
}Fll‘ 1'".][ III:|' IK-III‘:I.'., wn ||11|.|.|'h
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H-uc.|1||i||g schools have
leenn the lese Kl ol Friemds
eulucarion since the 18ch cen-
tuary, Fostering, both  con-
vipoement and lifelong com-
mirment. Countless Friends
have been in my position a5 a
parent, weighing the benefits
of a boarding s houl efucamion meanst the
costs, A Priemds 1_1|_r:{r|.|.i||p| sehul i e
dedicared Chuaker commuenigy thar frLy
il s ean '|'|mvi|.[1'.|| Twstne, ||-1]-|::|:|rtg i Lo-
tent in which clibklien cin ETORY
bt lahL .;|IJ.I|I|'\1 wilh |.|::l||ﬂ|.i|.'.|'||.|.' nnd al ful];
Er;\uuln:_‘ll.‘ci 1::1.|||:'|"||.'.|1|..-:' al Qnukn:r walues
and P,

Moy onen Bl comarse was pouched proo-
lmuullx Ty e v oess B psaneplue an Wiest-
T ."9-q.h||||n'|. W!!I.Il'_ | l_hpﬁ1|_l1.-C|:1j Fricruds
communmty il its uflesr and bese T have
_!,1'AFIILtI [ e similar I.'J.":ll'l'll'l'llll'lif:." for hogh
mysellamd my children ever since. Bur
VORI A as-pe ~hildlese .‘.."-‘l"l::‘lr—nwd
alorn iy lm-mlh_l T s cermain thar 1
woubel never send v omen children away
tevschond. My stedenrs there were vibrane
sl emcited abouc encering ino. aduke-
liosed with gusoe, and a5 fmosmranng and
dhuallenging as recnagers could somenmes
b, | kreew thar when T had one of my
vwn | would wane o keep him or her
vl v mefor as long as T oould,

Muoreover, the youngest students st
Wattown were ninth graders, and nearly
all ol them soemed oo me oo vouny w be
wway tom home. Even some of my West
tevan funiors: and senjors senrrled with
the: sgmaenion from their families. Eliz-

bl worald he encening seventh grade, Ie

Flizzhesh (e -
ar Arthur M

an Schoal

wias untlunkable.

Amd ver, a8 we cxplored Arthur Mo
an Sehaal from a distance and then with
the ihree-day, owe-night visit nequired of
applicants, the unthinkable scemed in.
cremsingfy undvikdable,

Asa parent. and 1 think epecially a5 a
Quaker parent, &% namral wo do alor af
5.:_-||'-|_'|u|:-_:|:i_-|_'|ni_|:|g, Hivw can wee mwintsag
simplicity in our home? 13id 1 modd
}xmmj;jngjn :,|q-,a|i11g with thiit conilics
on the F-]._q,wrld? Eleses thae Jesumony
of ]—":'fwji"-.!" el me ;J11}'llai||g alwarin buvar 1o
deal with o three year alid |L;|.'vi1'|g a
ranirum? But in the fice of tfue ceamoss,
there 1 no gicsang,

1 I:uu[ld I1I'|.'M||—|_|I..-I|L'|-IJI (1] 1'I'I'r' under-
j[:]..mi[n:_[ al {_El_u.ku v:..l]|lj'lg_.. Enr AMS
cl,c,.ul_}' s aane Tor Flisaberh, As she pus
it, "1 ust ke in miy gur chat [ was going
there, that theie was semething important
thar wonkl ||:|rp|:n o me there. It didni
peel especzally Hike b an m‘m.ngqumd
|:|:!|_|1§__. FR] i R ] Y led rhum—v.ux I:t'l.i.l: i
WAk Wo e 1 ear avn mi‘urm.ﬂ clear
e progess wirhin the family and with a
few Pricuks rom our meetng, and from
ber erwlusing clarry 1 lcarned my own
|'_|:|.J_|1|:L|t-: ; m.||11ml rhr.: l.]'ll|dﬁ CEJELHH

iher jrar s rencrioms revealed 1o me
what | was learning abour parenong a
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Amn Crace

Croaker child. [here were (Buose whe v
shocked: “How can you think af loing

her g so far frem hooed” Thens wene
thnse who were crifcal: T would never lia
oy child gosotaraway,™ There wore (has
who med o jump on the bandwon
buae ended up on some ether can; “Yoar
riphr—an exuberane kid whe 3 kincic
learmer conbdn’t make it in che focal
schools.” These reactions only biglifishe
ed for me whar Elizaberh was really doag
in following her Loner Light, Al a very
young age, she had experienciad wha
mny Frends wait a lifetimo o fool, 2 call-
inE 'd:h].l’. ll—.]_'l'lj'l_'c'nd:\ l“]'ll:"'_l.' [ERLIC e e Hl'll.i
asbstacles. Her clamy alwmi Tur lciann
woarend AMS made iy for me i
aclhiers v thar resounding divrae ol Vg
Monessors: “Follow che child.”
mul Pl'iul‘]_'ﬁ':} b(l'll:rlll. Wi i’l::llll'll.l( II mn
Lhal by le.abclh Mﬂﬁ_'.irl wliowse: vasion
WS .&.'11&_]_1{"& ik Iil'li_l" |r_|. ]II.I {J_[lﬂkl:"'l‘:ln
bt also |:r_|.' Malalae Candhi and the
el ||§:i.]u:uq1hi|.’:\ ol Maria Maon-
sty At haar r'n-'if’:ll'gil i, MSE [';ﬂﬂldn'ig,
anl _]u-]'l:mh Pesralneed. Their idl:‘.’l.".gu'ldﬂ'.l
lamsels -imn, and  bemrner-driven
cumrricenm dhan fosiers responsibiliog, sclf-

haalistic,

dwargness, el S AT with the
LT ey aned the wold, AN s loca-
e i the Celo conmunity: nordhease of
Asheville; and dhe narural envisonment of
the Black Mounains provides the back-

drop fur hiking, mountin biking, .nd
dhinhy gragiiuide for the ey of mione
il i e |:_'||;1F||:_'|1;_l;iu]_:.|| AR S Frery
e ]'IHTI'-II.:-IE:EIII.'.'E i.ll l:lll::'l'l'ﬁ &r I:"a'l.'ll IIII'I."'
Ill.rllh'i HY d:l:r’. M ang LIL:liir:.ltl::i.] wid l-.d.ﬂ:r.\.
The 27 students and- 14 sl constirune
the entire popularion of the whool—na
proundskeepers, po mainmenance crew;, no
ymrors.. Moch of the schools food s
grown opganically on siee. The buildings

Fraksit e Joiciwean) fudy-2007

we heared with woed char has w be
chopyed aind srackind: meals must be pre-
|Ii|||1:1 aind  Cleaned up hu.iidjngq and
g_l,||||:|||1|h ||:rw.: i |.5-¢ {lcﬂlll:»d; :md. Srl.Bd.tI.'lT.i
waille et Besat 3 mile o day up and dewn the
lill Inctwrcen the hewsding, houses and the
classronme. Then there are the ensotional
I ||'.||.|L'||y‘|.".~= Arising frnm adobescencs lil'illg
wgethir 24 henos o dav a8 well as trom
thi boggepe thar cach person brings
with thene Mest of the smudenes are
lwarclers, wnied imanny sharea bedroom for
ther fist 1o, And exrended off-campus
Leips revuiring soenuous physical sooviny
and long ravel with orhers can make

ihings intense.

¢ umbeer provess W the mechanisng thae
puides the school—and, in my observa-
mom, makes icoall wor . Contlics are
quickly broughr o lighe and discussed
unil chev are resolved. Wieekly all-school
meetngs and house mectings provide 4
srsune fur r;_-!_r||_||.;-|'r cormamEnicaiisn ol
AT T, ..I:I'HI i |q‘r'-:h|ﬁ;h roabdbd i mg.'-.l i
e anal |-:.1|.::|||_'..'. {orporaie deciann-
|1|..1|’.iiiq L!Il.‘ln!ulil'.‘-., weithy sieedents ieitial 1o
muticipare in docisions where approprinte.
menes of silence puncruae each day,
With no-tedevision and no-candy pnll-
caes, home-grown meals made trom
scratch., and {ree ome spent in reading,

ralking, and music-making, smplicity
prudes daily lite, The AMS stvle of Lish
on i5 imaginatively assembled from
mouncain pear and dhift stores, and the
buuldungs ar che schood were constructed
b wolnnreers over the veirs, usng nuny
focal and donared macemals, The wsi
momes of Nonvielenos and Fogualiny sire
wover tnto the tabrc of everyday interac
rons a5 well 2 inno che cumculum, Sw
denes can chooss from courss on wpic
such as MNarive peoples, civil duhes, sender
and CLET 1ssues, amd hunger aned home-
lesimess, alongrside their remulardy reguire|
cowrses mlengmage ans and mashemais,
Axa l'nend, 1 valoe Cuabeer restimionies
and process for their intrinsc worth, As 2
parent, ['ve seen how appropriste they e
in the formanve sducation of adolescenms,
AMS sudents have a kind of self confi-
dence thar is seldom seen in middk: school
ers. When you vt every one of them will
lowke pow in the cyve, smile, aned grees you,
amd i you s dewn wo lunch with them,
they can hobd extended converaions on
Lhweir !.,'x|,'lt'l';l_'!!4_'|;'$ anch will adk sl ViMars,

They play, tease; and push i ke anye

one else their agne, bun 1% eviden dhag lore
the mova i 1 hese i||||||-ur:u.'\. LML
mosrs rem adalesenmi mischid than
Froen iy, | iu.'y knowe Tiom
cxju Wi 1ha I]'lft_'.' A E;l|'nﬂ"n|-|! ol
wu:']i'rllg b anad di‘bctiv\d}r and thar
they minics in the world. They are
coamsftrnabde i thetr o skins.

They abse know from expericnoe
how oo build communies Smudents
wha break the contrace th.cv Eli‘;nrrj
when they agrmdmtm:mﬂhi‘: can
bie sent home for 2 fow dlavs wath a List
of queries tha they mus answer
writing, This applies 1o breaches of
respent. (o oehers, sich s buollying, in
acl i s indserions seche s 1E_|ﬂm|
LIS, III I.":I.I] lll'llrlg thl’.Lll’H "Ilrl:llll\. FICs W

a friend in Himbeths presnee 1 refernad
£ it s i dystem of discipline, snd she car-
rected me: "Tes mot like a panishment o
anything—ir’s a chance for them o think
abour whar they did =o they can come
back to school and participare berrer. Trs
nist discipline 165 learmine,~ Elzabech has
alreagdy begum o lobhy for more Friends
celimnn aficr she irranfupdes Troam ANS:
“Monw that e Trvesd o a LTI Y fike
i Fleenw T s mever five windhogoan,” IF
her Nile wakis by |1|:-.1|.1'.\ whicre shic Fecls thae
lack o rewl |.'.11|||||||||1i|:|.'.. AN s ]n_l"il'L']:I
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Follow the Child
cenelintiend fromn pape 33

her the vision and dhe skills o build it and
| suspect char she will never semle for less.
Senefing Eliraberh vo AMS is che single
mpor parenting decision. about which 1
heave nos eeprets ax i, bue sill [ cant say
thar b heen A 4 hiapve her so far rom
hearmae. She i e her second }'l'.J.rl|||:'r|_':|:||,~w.
amd l|1||iug_|| I'ye ghatien woa] 1 T
her: I dont miss her iy fes o time goes
o, It has heen espectally dificuls o bean
far away when she his been illand | wani-
ed to nurse her onen though T knew she
was perting good can ar school. When she
achieved an enormous goal like hiking
almost 50 miles through the mouncains, [
wanted to be there o celebrate with her
When vur family doy died and the rest of
us went out for 2 meal 10 remember her
.ﬂll,l COAN TR O e |1¢'r h'l-{‘.. I WA Lll,l
about the dog but my real griel vas tha
Fliabeth was witky us 1||:|J.' I::l}" |1||e:lr|.1'.
Fuen (Base |:.ﬂi||5¢1.. |:]1|.'n:||d|. e leen
s eduscznrio for e P Tied v feLep e
|il:|l IIIII.:}' Hik IJII“.'I:\:' "I_'|' LW ih“.“.'. .""\.l“rrli'-
tirnes i1 e s difficul) SCPRIFALL LHEF CTHR)-
ticns fiom ourimpalses as parcnis thar we
mix themy up and make miszakes. Farent-
ing with integriny requires self-awareness,
and [ have gained thar in chese rovo vears.
My favonre memory of Elizabedhs
ome ar AMS so tar 5 2 moment dhar
cughe me how my mle as a parenr has
been: wransformed. T Decembers apa.
the phone rang ar 8000 AM on’ a Sarir-
day—ot coursc 3 ome chat is onby for
emerpency calls, It was Clizabeth, beside
herself with an emorion chat it ook me a
mment o recopnize a5 oy, "Moo, Fm
outside in my pajamas and slippers and
when 1 sock my ongue owr 1 can carch
one, and theres only my foorprne,
nobody eleee” It was her finr snowtall
She was the fizs oo wake up and see char
the wordd had turned smeodh and whize
overnighe, and she had min nghe ouside,
grabhing che cordless phone on her way
It warmed me oo realize that she chose
share this moment wich me. Motherly
admonioons abour coats, hats, boots, and
mitrens mcioed on my own IONgHE § 1
realized: thar my mole was, once again, w
fiallows thie child. ‘Darling, :bta.t.r.ﬂmmnb.
Iz it gond packing snow? Can you make
snowhalls? Tell me how che torest looksD
[t was almast as if T were there frolicking
wirth her in the snow: J

s’

Young Friends Meed Elders
ot from poge 23

bl wned 0T I||-:'_|.' worrk 1o crese rela
ricans al o amd s buwtwern individ
wale and generations; they will creae a
space for discipline. Young Friends are
desperately thirsy for guidance from our
elders, bur there muse firse be a wibeane
relanonship thar enables such puidance.
When elders have shown cher love for
us-and ther concem for our lves as ndi-
vitluals anl as Friends ministers, they are
itk a1 position o :\pl:'n[-c with ..'||.|.I||1|ril_l. in
ouf fives, This & oot a ||::|:r|i1|n.'.i|i|| al
dominarion, but one of |l::l'.'it|F comism
and guidance. When those who love s
speak oo o in concern and our of their
oxpericnoe, we are obliged o lisen 1o
them, and perhaps even o ke their
advice over our o perceprion of a sin-
aron, trusting them: and their proven
recond of boving us and look-
iy o for our best intereses,

An example of this arose
fosr mic in rmy :'N,'.I.I‘E_I:" geLEry
while 1 ||-|'|.'|h.'.|r4.'\-:i for the
Wesrld (i-..l!l:lmillg ol Yimang
Friends OWGYE) in 2005, 1
Thad spplicd and boen accepr-
ed woauend rhe WEYE bur
it marned our thar dhe el
cnst of my mrip would be i
the range of 52,0000 Tn the
days betore Groar Plains
Yeady Mecring, T became
firmly convineed char ic was
absund o spend thar much
ro b in England for a week., [ spoke up in
the vearly meeting sessions and expressed
IV CONCET in no incersin terms. To my
SICaT COMSIErnAtion, my yearly meeting
Wi (UICE ST on sending repressntagion
England. In the end. both 1 and another
Young Triend were sent to England, quice
against my own judsment.

IMaving my elders seér aside my con-
cems and act in diece contmdicaen
them was a deeply humbling expenence
for me. Bur it murned our thar they were
righe: the WEYT e wordh the cost.
Inideed: the pachering in Errg,lmd_ wls e
of the mast impomant events of my fite,
My elders did not ulmph' accepy at face
walue what 1 ald thems; in tact, they com-
plerely conmradicred me Bue they spoke
with aurthority, and—I| am now con-
vinced—they spoke with 2 sense of the
will of CGod. The basis of disdapline 1
spotking. wach authorioy in relationships

ald lowers, v whien 30 does sood 1 i with
1w |||||.||:'n.|;|||-:ii.||5_r| al the s |,u.'ir|!_r|
|mu.|p;||l tmiler t]i.'-l.:il:llilll'.

[ iz iplir'u: soumsetimes means the alili-
ty o say oo in Jowe, Tuis o '||.?,|um'|n_ role:
of elders 1o speak with aurhariry 1o mar-
rers of community faich and pracrice. Iris
in such a conmext where smements such
as “you can be a COroaker and belive what-
VT YU wanl - ane r.:|'|a|]r11|;rd m @ |n;_:f\"|r|1_r.
Al Yoo Fricinks ar |'-imls.i:|1g [ia cimn
s 1t ol |.:-|'|!_\-' ciin Jowes aingd Sif-
prort us bt B someething o reach us
and can bl us accounable. We are thirsoe
for elders who can provide 2 moded as li-
ing comrpasses to keep 1s on the Way

Young [rends are ina place of great
transition ansd triaks, which egves s at once
At Sl.l'c'rlglh and et 1.'|.|f:1.'r1:|i;li|ilj.-'. W

are, for the mivst pare, plusicatly alide, men-
tally Mexilsbe s, i sy coes, spivinol-
by affame. Wie hove s smmoclvs el pras-
et and :.F:liril izt wee e to shire with
the weider |_1I_h;|:r' ol Frieeals, Bur we need
guid:lm'q;. 'I':;1|.||15 Fricmuls nesd he saafr
port of elder Fracmds oo cvery bevel, from
t|1r;' 111ur|i_|:4.r||:_' :-1m| i:lrnl.m:l| L] ||bi: 1rl'_p;.’|:ii-
gt Aol we med |.|imi|r1i|'|l.". ‘f-::-ung
Fricids neal discpline thar siems from
!m‘illg SR, |'||a'||.[i|'|§-; s sccounmable,
anel :\[:lc'.'l‘cin;-; with .||.|I|'r|'|ri|.5.' in our leves.
W o] seedsamie in ﬁa'u.“l'lp_ and SP.]}'iI'I:::_
on thie "};".1]'. Fliders, we nead YORE: ol |
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